Syllabus (Part I)

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Spring 2004

Western Michigan University

Class: Course # Sociology 282. Section # 50442; TR 9:30 – 10:45 AM 

Location: Sangren Hall 2212

Instructor: Dr. Subhash R. Sonnad   

Office: 2513 Sangren Hall  

Email:  sonnad@wmich.edu    Web site:  Under construction

(Email and Phone numbers for the assistants will be given later)

Phone Numbers: Office (269) 387-5288, Home: (269) 342-1990 

Office Hours:  TR 11:00 – 11:50, R 1:00 – 4:00 

There should be no problem in scheduling other appointments with me at different times, if the scheduled time slots mentioned above are not convenient for you.  I am accessible to you most of the time, on most of the days, throughout the semester, including Saturdays and Sundays and other holidays (excluding prior appointments. Please note that “just before class” is definitely not a good time to see me.) I do encourage you to come and see me frequently, as I would like to meet you and talk with you on an individual basis.

Course Readings: Required Text, Reader, Workbook, Readings and Other Material:
1. Neuman, W. Lawrence (2003). Social Research Methods, 5th ed., Boston: Allyn and Bacon (Required) 

2. One Floppy Diskette (3.5 ", High Density)

3. One Poster Board

Course Goals: The 10 major outcomes of the course (not stated as objectives) are expected to be:


1.
Development of research curiosity


2.
Familiarity with some research studies (at least all the required and recommended material) 


3.
Knowledge of qualitative and quantitative research designs and techniques


4.
Hands-on experience of some types of social research data collection

5.         Ability to write research papers and reports 

6.         Ability to critique research done by others

7.         Ability to ask research questions and answer research questions

8.         Ability to construct hypotheses and test them

9.         Knowledge of computer software such as SPSS and use of email and Web sites

10.        Application of research knowledge to your major field/s of study

11.        Experience in making  presentations to a class audience

( Your three examinations and all other assignments will have special emphasis on outcome 10)

Course Description: The Course description from the WMU Undergraduate Catalog 2001 - 2003 calendar years is as follows: 

"This course is an introduction to the quantitative and qualitative methods of data collection in the social sciences. Major topics include ethical issues in social research, library use and report style, problem formulation, measurement, causation, sampling, survey research, field research and other observational techniques."

Thus, this course is an introduction to quantitative and qualitative methods of empirical research in the social sciences (that includes sociology and criminology). If there are students from other fields in the class, such as social work, the assignments will be extended or modified to meet their needs. Major topics include the logic of scientific inquiry, ethics, design, measurement, and an elementary introduction to univariate and bivariate descriptive statistics.  Computer-assisted projects and exercises are introduced in the laboratory session. 

Additional Reading Material: Course reserve material for additional reading (some of it will be assigned) is kept at Waldo Library. 

Coverage of Material in Class: It is not going to be possible to cover in detail in class all the assigned material in the text.  I have decided to cover some topics in more detail because they are more important than others and will be more useful to you later.  You will be responsible for reading that assigned material thoroughly on your own.  However, I will be happy to answer all the questions that you may have about the material in class.

My Perspectives on Teaching and Learning: There are many different ways of looking at the educational processes of teaching and learning. I work on the following pedagogical assumptions. 

Teaching:

I. Teaching is a two-way process. Learning is not limited to students. All teachers learn when they teach. 

II. Teaching is a privilege. Being a student is a privilege as well.

III. It is O.K. to answer a question with another question in order to demonstrate a point and not to put the other person or student on the defensive.

IV. My main function is teaching and helping you to learn. Grading is only one part of that function.

V. The main purpose of teaching is the development of all participants.

Learning:
VI. Students should learn things on their own, and also from other students in class in addition to the teachers.

VII.  Discussions in class are one of the preferred methods of learning in a classroom. 

VIII. You learn more by asking questions, and you will also help other members in the class by asking questions. 

IX. Students as a group often know more than they think, (of course, there are always some exceptions). You should learn to make use of your knowledge and intuitions etc. by applying them in different or new contexts. 

X. You should always learn something from a class, because of the teachers and/or in spite of the teachers. Learning to learn is one of the most valuable parts of education. 

XI. One the best kinds of learning consists of learning about the issues, different views and theoretical perspectives, and applying your knowledge to research problems in particular and problem solving in general that may be related to your life experiences. 

XII. Writing is an important skill. You should try to be good at it. Writing is one way of communication, and it is especially important because written communication leaves a permanent record and trail behind it.

XIII. Your learning process will accelerate and you will learn more thoroughly if you participate in 

          class presentations and discussions.       

XIV.  Graduate and undergraduate assistants can significantly contribute to your learning if you seek their help.

I would like to get your views on this matter.(Please see the Bonus point subtitles.) 
Course Requirements and Optional Bonus Point Assignments: This course includes three examinations, one pop quiz, 12 assignments, an individual paper, and a group paper in three parts. In addition, you may earn bonus points through a personal interview, a statement of your ideas on teaching and learning, keeping track of how much time you spend on each of the assignments, and 10 one minute answers.  Please note that we would like to encourage all of you to contribute questions for the quizzes and examinations and topics for the assignments, papers and projects in writing. As this is not a course limited to sociology students, every effort will be made to make this course applicable to your fields of study, such as social work, sociology, criminology, education, communication and other major fields of study represented in the classroom.

Additional Staff Assistance: I have recruited a number of outstanding undergraduate and graduate assistants to help you. Please try to seek their help and work with them, as it will be to your advantage.

Examinations: There will be a total of three examinations, including the final exam. The final is expected to be a comprehensive examination, according to university policy. That is my preference as well for this course. The examinations will consist of objective questions and short answers or essays. (Total 300 points)

Quizzes: There will be one pop quiz.  It will consist of objective questions.  Most of it is material from this syllabus and class lecture/s.  (Total 10 points

Assignments: There will be 12 assignments. These assignments will cover different research techniques, methodologies and other related topics and issues such as ethical problems. Detailed instructions about these assignments will be included in Part III of the syllabus.  (120 points)

Late Assignments and Make-up Policy: Because of the large number of assignments and examinations (>20), make-ups and late or delayed assignments will be given or allowed only under special or unusual circumstances. Your make-up examination format may also differ from the original format, e.g. from objective to essay format.  Assignments are expected to be handed in during class on the due date.  Late assignments will result in loss of points unless under extenuating circumstances, such as illness.  Late assignments are to be turned in to me, or slid under my door.  Do not put late assignments in my mail box.  
Individual Term Paper or Project Report: Each member in the class will be expected to submit one individual term paper or an individual project to be conducted by you. You have one of the two options open for doing this paper or project. These options are (1) observation, or (2) another type of study, as long as it is qualitative in nature.  Please note - do not use survey research studies.  The term paper or project report is expected to be 8-12 pages (including the title page and the bibliography).  It should be typed, double-spaced with normal font/s and margins. The basic emphasis of the term paper should be on the use of research to address a research question. You should discuss the relevance of textual material, your major field of study, class discussions and experiences in life to your topic in your paper. The majority of the points in your term paper will be based on your treatment of the subject matter and use of research methods in your paper. You should discuss your topic with me and get my written or oral approval before you embark on the term paper/project in order to avoid Human Subjects Institutional Review Board (HSIRB) related problems. Choose a topic that matches your interest and skills. (More details on the term paper or project report will be included in Part III of your syllabus. Total 50 points)

Group Paper: You will be working in a group consisting of 2-4 members. The group is expected to conduct a survey research project and briefly report the findings. The purpose of this project is to complete a cycle of research based on a research technique or methodology, in this case a survey research. The project is divided into three parts.  The report format and other details of the report are described separately in Part III of the syllabus.  (Total 60 points)
Bonus Points: There will be a total of 25 bonus points in the course. These points will help you if your scores are on the borderline between two letter grades.  Ten points are based on the one-minute answers. An additional five points are based on a typed statement of your own perspectives on teaching and learning. Another five points are based on your interviews, and the last five points are based on keeping track of the time you spent on each of the assignments in this course.

One Minute Answers: In some class sessions you will be requested to respond to 1or 2 questions that will take a total of about one minute on the average. (These are considered as bonus points, as you will accumulate points regardless of the accuracy of your answers. 10 bonus points) 
Statement of Perspectives: This statement should not exceed two pages.  Please divide it into two separate sections on 1.) Teaching and 2.) Learning. Please use numbered statements rather than an essay or a bullet format. If you prefer, you may add a third section on teaching and learning. Or you may also write on what you expect of teachers and learners (students). Please be sure to use separate sections or subtitles. Please do not reproduce the statements I have in your syllabus. I want your very own ideas.(5 bonus points) 
Interview: The interview will take 5-10 minutes. The main purpose of the interview is for me to get to know you personally and find out about your work experiences, hobbies and career plans. This may enable me to give examples and assignments in class related to your interests. (5 bonus points)

Keeping Track of Time: The purpose here is to keep an honest and accurate track of the time you spend on each assignment, including the time you spend reading the material, getting ready for quizzes and exams etc. (5 bonus points)

Class Attendance and Class Structure: It is expected that you attend all classes and not disturb the class by coming in late.  You are responsible for turning in assignments on time even if you did not attend class. You may send your assignment with another member of the class, your roommate, friend, spouse, or any other courier (excluding pigeons). To turn in a group discussion report, you have to be a participant in a group discussion.  You are also responsible for keeping track of due dates for all assignments given in class. 

This class emphasizes student participation, thus class attendance becomes very crucial as you cannot participate without attending classes.  Please be sure to be tolerant of differences of opinion. Personal criticism of others in the class and cutting of someone else in the class is not acceptable. Please do not engage in conversations with other students except in group discussion sessions. Please do not disrupt the class in any form. 

Class Cancellations: If your class gets canceled for any reason, (e.g.22 + inches of snow!) the test/examination etc. scheduled for that day will be automatically rescheduled for the next class. You should hand over the due assignments to me during the next class meeting. Regardless of class cancellations, you are responsible for the scheduled reading, paper, project and other assignments. 

Grade Changes: If you feel you deserve a better grade, please be sure to make a note of it on the assignment or examination etc. within a reasonable time (2 weeks or less.) Indicate clearly, in writing, why your grades should be changed, and for which question(s), on an attached sheet of paper. Please enumerate your reasons. 

Academic Integrity: It is university policy that plagiarism, other forms of cheating and copying will not be tolerated. Plagiarism, cheating and copying may result in your failing the course. (Please see your Student Handbook for further reference on this topic and other student related issues)
Dos and Don’ts in Class: 

1) If you moved the chairs around, please put them back in place for the next class.  

2) If you brought a chair from another classroom, please put it back after the class.

3) Please participate in class discussions and ask plenty of questions. 

4) Try to keep up with the class.

5) Get to know as many people as possible from your class.

6)     Do not engage in personal criticism of other students in class. 

7)     No food or bubble gum in class please. 

8)     Please turn off pagers and cell phones while in class. 

Total Points: The total number of possible grade points (excluding bonus points) for the course is tentatively set at 600 points.  They consist of the following:

Group paper





  60

Individual term paper or project report 
 

  50


Exam 1






100

Exam 2






100

Final examination  (comprehensive)


100

Pop Quiz





 10

Assignments





120 

Total points  (excluding bonus points)


540

One minute answers, interview, time track and perspectives 
 25 (Bonus points - 10 + 5 + 5 + 5) 

Grading: Your letter grade for the course is based on your total point percentage and not on individual assignment, quiz or examination scores. If the total number of points is changed, the same scale (percentages of total) would be applicable in the case of your letter grades. The grade scale is given below. The following percentage points would be needed to earn the corresponding letter grades based on the scale set for this course (percentages of total). 

Course
% 


Course
%


Course 
%        

Grade



Grade



Grade

A
91% +


BA
86-90%


B
81-85% 

CB
76-80% 


C
71-75%


DC
66-70% 

D
61-65% 


E
< 61% 

Grade Sheet: A grade sheet will be circulated in class every 2 or 3 weeks. Neither your names nor parts of social security numbers will be used. (Supposedly due to court decision about SS #s.) You are expected to give me a nickname that will be only known to you and the instructor will post your grades using the nickname.

Prep Time or Student Load: It is hard to say what is too much and what is too little study time for a particular course because of individual variations. However, a general guideline can be provided. It is estimated and expected that you need to allot a minimum of an additional two hours, on the average, for each class period in preparing for this class. That amounts to at least 6 hours every week, outside of class, on the average. With 14 - 14 ½ weeks of classes that adds up to 84-91 hours for the semester. Some of you may need to put in a little extra time. You will also need to put in more hours if you are interested in high grades in the class. The time you spend studying for this course will be hopefully amply rewarded in the years to come, as you will be gaining valuable skills.  

Email communication:  You need to communicate by email with me only through a WMU ID.  I cannot afford to open or read other emails because of the virus problems.  I may send you assignment over the email, so please be sure to get your free WMU ID activated if you have not yet done so.  Please check your email routinely.  My new website is under construction and should be completed by March 2004.  

 NB: Some material in the syllabus is repeated on purpose or underlined or printed in bold to emphasize it. All subtitles are also printed in bold. Please note that you have a three-part syllabus.  In addition, all the assignments and due dates for the entire semester are covered in one handout.
Syllabus for Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection (Part II)

Tentative Readings/Activity/Assignment Schedule: Spring 2004

WMU Sociology 282 Section # 50442 TR 9:30-10:45, SA 2212

Required Text: Neuman, W. Lawrence (2003). Social Research Methods, 5th ed., Boston: Allyn and



Bacon            

Class #
Day
Week
Date
Chapters assignments in the text.

1
T
1
1/6
Ch. 1-Science and Research 

2
R
1
1/8
Ch. 2-Dimensions of Research, Appendix E 

3
T
2
1/13
Ch. 6-Qualitative and Quantitative Research Designs 

4
R
2
1/15
Ch. 6 Continued 


5
T
3
1/20
Waldo Library

Ch. 5-The Literature Review and Ethical Concerns, 

Appendix A 

6
R
3
1/22
Ch. 5, Appendix A Continued 

7
T
4
1/27
Ch. 3-Theory and Research 

8
R
4
1/29
Ch. 4-The Meanings and Methodology 

9
T
5
2/3
Exam One (Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)
10
R
5
2/5
Ch. 10-Survey Research 

11
T
6
2/10
Ch. 10 Continued 

12
R
6
2/12
Ch. 11-Nonreactive Research and Secondary Analysis, 

Appendix C 

13
T
7
2/17
Ch. 11, Appendix C Continued 

14
R
7
2/19
Ch. 7-Qualitative and Quantitative Measurement, 

Appendix D 

15
T
8
2/24
Ch. 7, Appendix D Continued 

16
R
8
2/26
Ch. 16-Writing the Research Report 

And the Politics of Social Research 

3/1
No classes - Spring recess
3/8
Classes resume 

17
T
9
3/9
Ch. 8, Appendix B Continued 

18
R
9
3/11
Ch. 8-Qualitative and Quantitative Sampling, 

Appendix B 

19
T
10
3/16
Exam Two 

20
R
10
3/18
Lab Session (Tentative)

21
T
11
3/23
Ch. 12-Analysis of Quantitative Data 

22
R
11
3/25
Ch. 13-Field Research 

23
T
12
3/30
Ch. 9-Experimental Research 

24
R
12
4/1
Ch. 14-Historical-Comparative Research 

25
T
13
4/6
Ch. 15-Analysis of Qualitative Data 

26
R
13
4/8
Ch. 15 Continued 

27
T
14
4/13
Final Exam Review

28
R
14
4/15
Catching up as necessary and study group questions and answers

-
T
15
4/20
Final Exam: Tuesday, April 20, 10:15 - 12:15 

Note: This schedule and the assignment dates may be altered slightly in order to accommodate your special needs or other emergency situations.

Reserve materials will be kept at the Waldo Library, which may be used as additional reading assignments.  You are responsible for the material assigned and you are expected to have read the assignment before you attend class (except the first class).  So, please read the material and raise any questions that you may have in class, whether the material is covered or not covered in class.  Every effort will be made to cover as much material as possible in class.

A couple study sessions may be arranged to help you prepare for the examinations, if you need them and request them.  You may also try to form study groups.  The process has helped many students in the past. 

Syllabus (Part III) continued

Activating your university email account

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

1/6/04

If you do not have an active Western Michigan email account, you will have to go to the solution center (help desk) #2030 at the University Computing Center (UCC) with your valid Bronco Card.  They will be able to give you a Bronco user name and password.  Then follow these steps.  If you have any questions with the procedure, call the help desk.  (The following steps have been checked by the Help Desk last semester.) Sorry, I could not check this procedure with my user name and password as they are already activated.  

Instruction sheet for checking your WMU email, if you did not get the email sent to you or could not access the email. 

1. Turn on the computer!

2. Access the Internet (such as Netscape Communicator, Internet Explorer, AOL or MSN Explorer).

3. Type  the web site name:  https://webmail.wmich.edu/
4. Enter your WMU account name in the "Username" box.

5. Enter your WMU account password in the "Password" box below it.

6. Click on the down arrow in the "Server" box.

7. From the "Server" drop down menu, click on "Bronco-imap.wmich.edu" option (which is the default option)

8. Click on the "log in" button.

9. You should be able to access your messages from the INBOX.

10. You will see a list of your emails.

11. Please click on the message in the Subject column from the row which has your instructor's name - Subhash Sonnad or sonnad@wmich.edu

12. In case you want to reply after you have read the message(s), please click on the Reply button at the top of the page.

13. Type your message in the text box starting from the top. You may want to spell check your reply.

14. Click on the Send Message button located at the top right or bottom right of the message.

15. If you are not able to access your email following these steps, please go down to the Solution Center (formerly Help Desk) (387-5161), Room # 2030, in the University Computing Center (UCC), which is located next to the Waldo Library.

If you know other methods of activating your account, please go ahead and use them.

If you have any other questions or comments please check with one of us.

If you want to contact me by email, you must use your WMU email address.  Otherwise, I will not be able to respond, as I have decided to open mail by students with WMU accounts only.  Similarly, I shall contact you only through my WMU email address.  

Syllabus (Part III) continued     (T/R)

Individual Term Paper: Observation/Content Analysis /Project

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Assigned: 1/6/04

Due Date: 4/8/04

(Total 50 points)
Individual Term Paper: 

You may choose only one of the two following options for your paper. (1) Observation, or (2) another type of a qualitative study (other than content analysis because this is covered in assignment #10). 

Each member in the class is expected to submit one individual term paper. The term paper is expected to be 8-10 pages (including the title page and the bibliography). It should be typed and double-spaced with normal font/s and margins. The basic emphasis of the term paper should be on the use of observation or other qualitative research technique(s) to address a research question.  Please use your text material as a general source of information.  The majority of the points in your term paper will be based on your treatment of the subject matter and the use of research methods in your paper. You should discuss your topic with me and get my approval before you embark on the term paper in order to avoid Human Subjects Institutional Review Board (HSIRB) related problems. Choose a topic that matches your interest and skills. The idea is to write an exuberant piece about something that interests you and excites your imagination and curiosity. 
Plagiarism in any form may have serious negative consequences including dismissal from the class. Please check the University guidelines. You are allowed to work with others, but your paper should be totally written by you and different from the other papers. 

Option 1: Observation

This assignment is one of your options based on participant or non-participant observation or a type in between. You are supposed to write about an event or experiences such as a game, concert, party, your experiences during your travels, a marriage ceremony, a funeral, a meeting or meetings, a bar, a group such as a fraternity, sorority, volunteer groups, or other things you can observe and report. DO NOT GET INVOLVED IN ILLEGAL THINGS SUCH AS A CRACK PARTY.

Again, this is an individual assignment. Please remember to use titles, sub-titles and sub-sub titles etc. The items below that are in bold must be used as guidelines for sub-titles in your paper, so that I can understand you better. The reason for these demands about the format is to impose some discipline in your writing so that I can understand you and evaluate you properly. If you notice carefully, you will see that being sloppy will cost you points. 

The following are the requirements for the observation paper.

Cover Page and Identification: Please include the title, your name, class, section, type of assignment, name of the instructor, the due date, and date when you actually hand in the paper (if different from the due date) on the cover page. If any of these are missing, you will lose points, up to one point for each piece of information.
An explanatory title is very important. Your title provides me with guidelines for grading your paper.

A poor or vague title will result in losing a large number of points.

Introduction: In this section, (also called problem statement, or statement of topic), please indicate the nature of your study or explain your topic in some detail. Indicate the relevance and significance of the topic.  Describe why this topic is of interest to you. (4 points)

Research Goals: Include the following IV steps underlined below in your research paper, by using sub-subtitles as suggested. (Again, if you do not follow the format you will lose points.)

I.  Goals of the research: Please indicate what you expect to accomplish by writing this term paper. They must include at least the three following questions suggested by Lofland.  You may add other goals if you wish.  The three major questions suggested by Lofland are as follows:

1. What are the characteristics of a social phenomenon, the forms it assumes, the variations it displays? The term social phenomenon here refers to a set of activities or events such as social gathering(s) or football game(s).

2. What are the causes of a social phenomenon, the forms it assumes, the variations it displays?

(For example, why do we have social parties or competitive football games?)

3. What are the consequences of a social phenomenon, the forms it assumes, the variations it displays? (For example, what are the impacts or end results of a social party?)  (4 points)

II.  Groups or events to be studied: What group or event did you decide to study and why? What kind of sampling of events or people did you use?  How and why?  (4 points)

III.  Gaining entry and developing rapport: How did you gain entry into the group and develop rapport with that group? Were there any problems that you encountered in this process?  (2 points)

IV.  Findings: Your observational report should be included here. This is the most important part of your paper, so this should cover at least four to five pages of your paper. You should indicate here what type of things you are observing and why? What did you find out? Please describe in detail. (I will give you an example in class.).  What comments do you have?  Please be sure to give a clear description of your methodology, strategies, method of recording your observations, time/s and place/s of observation/s, and the problems you encountered, if any, and how you handled them.  Your findings and comments should address at least the three questions from Lofland that you identified above.  Please be sure to enumerate and use subtitles based on your major questions. (29 points)

Summary and Conclusion: Give a brief summary of your findings.   Identify some of the weaknesses in your study and state how you would improve on it.  Indicate how you would do your study differently if you had a chance. This is expected to be two paragraphs. (5 points)

Bibliography: Please use references when necessary. You should list the bibliography on a separate page. Follow any standard format (such as MLA, APA, or ASA), and if you are not sure, follow the format used in the bibliography of your text. (2 points)

Please follow all the steps and formatting procedures mentioned above. One of the best things you can do is to refer to your text and other reserve material carefully for guidelines. Please note that it will also help you considerably if you read one or more actual studies based on observational techniques. For assistance, please use Chapters 6, 8, 13, and 15 in your textbook.  There are some books on reserve for Sociology 282 at the Waldo Library to provide you with some examples. You may also look at examples of studies done by other students in the past.

If you have any doubts or questions please discuss them with me and/or one of the teaching assistants. We might have some ideas or examples as to how to conduct these studies. Please do not wait until the last minute. We are always there if you need any help. The guidelines stated here should clarify the short statements in syllabus part I. 

Option 2: Another kind of qualitative study.  You cannot do another survey research study or a content analysis, as you are already doing that as a group project and one of the assignments.  Survey research is not usually strictly considered exclusively as a qualitative study.  Please do not conduct a content analysis study either, as it is covered in of your other assignments. Please talk to me about your intended topic ahead of time. I will not accept any study in this category unless I have approved it ahead of time. The purpose is to safeguard you.

Your paper should include the following:

Cover Page and Identification: Same as the one in the observation paper.

Please use a title that is descriptive and clear cut.  If you want to use an exotic title, use it after a colon as the second part of your title.  A poor or vague title will result in a loss of a large number of points, as my grading is affected by the treatment of your title in your paper. 

Introduction:  Indicate the relevance or significance of your topic, why you are interested in the topic.  You should state clearly what you are doing and why you are doing it  (4 points).

Source(s):  List clearly the sources (other than the printed or internet material, which should be included in your bibliography) and time frame of your study and justify your choice  (2 points).

Unit of Analysis: Specify and justify your unit of analysis  (2 points).

Methodology:  State clearly the sampling process and your coding scheme in your analysis.  Please explain why you chose the particular sample or coding process you used  (5 points).

Findings:  This is the most important part of your paper.  Describe in detail your findings.  Follow the guidelines suggested in your book, reserve material and class.  You may also include any problems you encountered, and how you handled them.    (30 points).

Summary and Conclusion: Summarize briefly your contribution.  Please point out some of the major drawbacks and limitations of the study.  Also describe how you would improve on this study if you were to conduct another study.  (5 points).

Bibliography:  Please refer to the individual observation paper.  (2 points).

If you have any questions or comments please let us know as soon as possible.

Syllabus (Part III) continued      (T/R)

Group Paper Parts I, II, III

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Assigned: 1/6/04

Due Dates: Part I: 2/19/04             Part II: 3/11/04              Part III: 3/25/04

(Total 60 Points)

The purpose of this project is to complete a cycle of research (except administering questionnaires to collect data) based on the most popular research technique in sociology and criminology, namely, survey research.  The project is divided into three parts.  This is a group project and each group should consist of 2-4 members.  It is expected that the same group will work on all three parts of the project, though it is not mandatory. If your group did not work well first time, change it. Please be sure to enumerate your presentations in the group paper, from 1-25, based on this handout.  

The first part consists of constructing a poster board presentation of a familiar or well known study in your field and spelling out the theory, hypothesis, variables, methods, and techniques used in the study (preferably survey research).  You have already done something similar to this in assignment 6.  In this assignment, you are given an option to choose your own study.  (20 points)

The second part is the construction of a questionnaire.  (20 points)

The third part consists of an elementary analysis of secondary data and presentation of the analysis in a report format.  (20 points)

Part I  Poster Board Presentation  (20 points)
Theory, hypothesis(es) or research question(s), variables, analytic methods, and findings of the study.  This is based on the format in figure 6.4 - Examples of Quantitative Studies, pg. 165 of your text.  

1. Please choose a familiar or well-known study from your major field.  Identify the author(s), title of the study, reference the study, and indicate why you chose the study (1 sentence).  

2. Identify the topic.

3. Indicate the theory or theories on which it is based.

4. State the major research question of the study.

5. State the main hypothesis. 

6. Identify the main independent and dependent variables in the study.

7. Describe the research method and techniques used in the study.

8. What are the units of analysis?

9. What is the universe of application?

10. Summarize the findings in the study.

11. Comment on the impact of the study.  Comment on the impact or utility or the article.  Show how these findings were used or followed by other researchers.

This should be presented in the form of a poster board and your group is expected to make a presentation of 5-10 minutes to the class.  The names of all the group members should be listed on the board.  You should copy your presentations on the poster board onto paper.  Please give me this version of the part I report also on the due date, so that I may write my comments on your paper.  

Please include references and a bibliography if necessary.  Follow any standard reference format, or follow the format of the bibliography in your text.  

Part II  (20 points)
Questionnaire Construction  
The purpose of this section is to gain experience in questionnaire construction.  The choice of your topic cannot overlap with your other assignments or part I of the group paper.  The idea is to chose a topic and then construct a questionnaire based on it.  You are not expected to administer the questionnaire to anyone except for your presentation.  

Please use a numbering system for your paper based on the guidelines here.  Please use subtitles.

12. Pick a research topic. Describe the topic, importance and significance of the topic, and indicate why it interests you. Please be sure to have it approved by me. (This is for your protection! You have to choose topics that are likely to be approved and exempted by the HSIRB. Otherwise you cannot conduct this research.) (2 points)

13. Fill in an HSIRB form. Download it from the research web site.  Please use the HSIRB forms.  To access the HSIRB forms, go to http://www.wmich.edu/research/compliance/hsirb/hsirb_2.html.  Once there, click on the "Form for Initial Project Approval" link, which opens the HSIRB forms.  Print and fill them in as “mock” forms. Do not send them to HSIRB but include them in your paper and give them to me. (To reiterate, do not submit these forms to HSIRB) (2 points)

14. Conduct a very brief review of literature related to your topic and state the findings. (2 points)

15. Construct and state clearly the major research question in your study.  (1 point)

16. Construct and state clearly your major hypothesis. (Please use an "if…then…" format if possible) (1 point)

17. Identify one independent and one dependent variable in your study.  Provide an operational definition for each of the two variables. They should be clearly identified and separated as follows:

Independent variable: Social class

Operational definition: The variable social class is operationally defined as…



Follow the same format and procedures for the dependent variable.  (4 points)

18. Your research design is a survey using a questionnaire. Construct a questionnaire with a total of 10-12 questions, of which 4-5 should be demographic questions and 6-7 questions should relate to the variables that you have identified above related to your hypothesis.  Please make sure your questions are designed to test your hypothesis  (6 points)

19. Data collection: Indicate the sample and the type of sampling you would need if you were to administer the questionnaire. Be sure not to include any questions about personal or confidential information.  Please do not administer the questionnaire except for presenting.  (2 points)

Please follow the guidelines for the title and other information indicated for the other assignments. 

They include a descriptive title for your paper, list of all members of the group, class (Soc 282,) identification of this assignment (e.g. Group Paper Parts I, II, and III), name of the instructor, due date, the date on which you are handing in the paper (if it is different from the due date), and a bibliography if necessary. 

 If you have any questions, please check with me (2513 Sangren Hall), or call me (387-5288) or email me at this address: sonnad@wmich.edu, from your WMU email account.  Again, please remember you are not administering your questionnaire to anybody.  You are however free to pretest the instrument with 1-2 people to improve it.  Do not forget to give the reference on the questionnaire assignment.  

Part III
 (20 points)


Elementary Data Analysis Reporting 

You will be given the hypothesis or research questions, names of the variables, and the data to be analyzed.  The purpose of this section is to analyze the data.  Please be sure to use a good reporting format.  

20. Give your report a descriptive title.  (1 point)

21. Write an introduction in which you may state your findings.  Include a descriptive report based on your analysis and be sure to explain all of your tables.  Also indicate briefly whether your hypothesis was supported or not supported, and make references to table numbers.  (12 points)

22. Process the data using SPSS.  There are many computer labs on campus that have the SPSS program software.  The lab session in class will also help you to work with SPSS.


23. Conduct an elementary analysis that would include, for example, descriptive analysis (two tabular and two graphic presentations), such as frequencies, percentages, and contingency tables.  All tables should be titled and numbered.  

24. Indicate in depth whether your hypothesis has been supported or not, based on your "eyeballing" of your presentation, as you are still not familiar with statistical analytic techniques.  Why or why not?  (4 points).  

24.
Indicate any problems you had using your data (1 point).

25.
Suggest how you would make use of your analysis (2 points).  
Syllabus (Part III) continued
An Illustrative List of Topics for Group Projects

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

The following is an illustrative list of topics or areas in sociology and criminology.  Select one that has the greatest appeal to your group. 

Please remember some topics of interest to you may be too sensitive and the HSIRB will not allow you to conduct these studies without adequate safeguards to assure that the subjects are not harmed.  If you notice, some sensitive topics such as child abuse, abortion and terrorism have been left out of this list. You cannot, for example, ask personal questions such as to whether the respondents drink, how much they drink or if they have STD, etc. You can only ask about their perceptions, attitudes and views, e.g. do you believe that there is a problem of alcoholism on campus? Here is an illustrative list of topics.

1. Child development




38. WMU- Kalamazoo relations

2. Nursing home care for the elderly



39. Racial profiling

3. Emotionally disturbed children



40. Post War Iraq

4. Victims of crime





41. Binge drinking

5. Violence in the family




42. Alumni of a university

6. Alcoholism





43. Social Justice               

7. Discrimination against minorities



44. Restorative Community

8. Adaptation to stress




45. Globalization

9. Community living for the developmentally disabled

46. Popular Culture

10. Effects of unemployment




47. Business Ethics

11. Divorce rates





48. Stereotypes

12. Capital punishment




49. Student Government

13 Pop music





50. Cultural Diversity

14 Science fiction





51. Criminal Justice Reform


15 Different cultures around the globe



52. Group Communication

16
Parking problems at WMU

17
Choice of a major (e.g. social work, criminology, sociology etc.)

18
Occupational role conflict/s

19.
Community development


20. Alternatives to incarceration

21. Alternatives to the judicial system

22. Volunteer activities of campus students

21.
Premature termination of treatment

22.
Roles of practitioners in social services or the criminal justice system

23.
Outreach efforts

24.
Target population and language problems

25.
Ethical issues in research

26.
Effectiveness of case work

27.
Rehabilitation of offenders


28.
Community policing

29.
Types of preventive patrols

30.
Mandatory sentencing


31.
Juvenile delinquency

32.
Opportunities for economic mobility


33.
Drugs on campus

34.
Homicide

35. Crime prevention policies

36. Student riots

37. Unemployment and underemployment

Please Note: Data Collection process has been eliminated.  Data for your analysis will be provided to you.

Syllabus (Part IV) continued    (T/R)

Individual Assignment #1: Internet Project

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Assigned: 1/6/04

Due Date: 1/15/04

(Total 10 points)

This is the only Internet project assigned to you.  For this project, you will need to access the World Wide Web (WWW) and search for information about one of the assigned topics. Be sure to give a title, your name, class name or number, name of instructor, due date, date you handed this in (if it is different from the due date), and a description of the assignment, (e.g. Internet project).  You will lose points if this information is missing. 

Choice of Topic

Please choose only one of the following topics listed in section I.  The choices for your Internet project topic are as follows:

1) Access and discuss the problem of child abuse in the U.S. or other countries

OR

Access and discuss issues of sexism and ageism in the U.S. or other countries.  These may be based on economic issues (e.g. pay scales), gender, ethnic, or age differences. You may also choose to access information about global inequality. 

OR

Access and discuss the problem of violent crime or mandatory sentencing in the United States or other parts of the world. 

OR


Access and discuss issues of social justice in the United States or other parts of the world.


OR

Describe and discuss social change/s in the United States or around the world.  Please identify one area, such as work, technology, life styles, drug use, sexual behavior, business practices etc. You may identify the time span of your study in your title (e.g.1978 –2001).  In this choice, the emphasis should be on the changes during the specified time period.

OR

Post-War Iraq.  You may write about the current situation. 

2)
If you want to access and discuss a topic other than the ones listed above please let me know first, if possible.
Part I

Please state identifying information on the cover page (stated above). Please be sure to give a title for this part.  On the first page, please indicate in three paragraphs, your own summary of the information found on the Internet site, and your own comments and discussion of your findings.  The first paragraph should introduce the topic, you should explain the relevance and significance of the study, and describe your interest in the topic.  The second paragraph should summarize the Internet material.  The third paragraph should consist of a statement about the method used, include your own personal views, your own comments and discussion of the Internet material.  (5 points)

Part II

The second part of your assignment consists of a printout from the web site. The Internet printout for this project should be about 1 - 3 pages in length.  If you prefer to print the complete version of the Internet that is a little longer, that would be fine. Your printout must include the web source of your information that you found on the Internet.  (5 points)

Please do not forget to include the time it took you to finish this assignment on the cover page.

If you have any questions, please check with one of us.

Syllabus (Part IV)           (T/R)

Individual Assignment # 2: Identification of Variables and Units of Analysis

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Assigned: 1/6/04

Due Date: 1/20/04

(Total 10 points)

1A. Please pick two of the following four studies presented in your text and list them:

Legge and Park study: Policies to Reduce Alcohol-Impaired Driving: Evaluating Elements of Deterrence (page 24)

Wysong et al. study:  Truth and DARE: Tracking Drug Education from Graduation and Symbolic  Politics  (page 24)


Nagin et al. study:  Life Course Trajectories of Different Types of Offenders  (page 32)

Morgan study:  Glass Ceiling Effect or Cohort Effect?  A Longitudinal Study of the Gender Earnings Gap for Engineers  (page 32)

Identify the independent variable and dependent variable in each study.  Describe how each of these variables were, or could be, measured. (4 points)

1B.  Develop one research question for each of the six following units of analysis.  There should be a total of six questions.  The research question should be worded in such a way that a research project could be based on each of your questions.  Refer to you text for a description and examples of the units of analyses. (6 points)

The six units of analysis are: 

1) Individual 

2) Groups

3) Organizations

4) Social Category 

5) Social Institution 

6) Society

Please do not forget to include the time it took you to finish this assignment on the cover page.

If you have any questions, please check with one of us.

Syllabus (Part IV) continued            (T/R)

Joint Assignments # 3 and # 4: Library Use

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Assigned: 1/6/04

Due Date: 1/27/04

(Total 20 points)

The purpose of this assignment is to help you become acquainted with the library and the resources that will aid you in doing research in your field. (Essentially, you are creating a "mock" bibliography. You are showing us that you are capable of using different resources in the library effectively.)  We will be taking a trip to Waldo library as a class on September 16th, Classroom A Waldo Library.

Please choose one or more of these twelve topics:

1) Medical ethics


5) Urban Planning 

9) Patriotism

2) Volunteerism


6) Adoption


10) Censorship

3) Alcoholism 



7) Globalization


11) Forensics

4)    Unemployment


8) Diet Fads


12) White Collar Crimes

- Please collect one actual reference from a database in the library (written in APA, ASA, MLA, Chicago format or whatever is widely used in your major area) for each of the ten categories and list where you found your reference (e.g. First Search, Social Work Abs, Criminal Justice Abs, SocAbs, Government Documents, etc.):

1) Journal Article

2) Book Review

3) Dissertation

4) Magazine

5) Bibliography

6) Handbook

7) Encyclopedia

8) Dictionary

9)    Citation Index - choose one article listed in a citation index and state the name of the article, 

citation index, and the number of times the article is cited.  Choose a popular article.  

             10)   One government document from the government document section of Waldo Library.

-If you need any assistance or have difficulty in completing your assignment, the Reference librarians are a great source to consult (First floor, Waldo Library and in the Education Library located on the third floor of Sangren Hall.)

Example of an APA format for a dissertation and a journal article:

1. Source:  Dissertation Abstracts

Wolfel, R. L., Jr. (2001). Mobility in Transition: Migration in the Former Soviet Union During an 

     Era of Political and Economic Transformations. (Doctoral dissertation, Indiana University,  2001).     

      Dissertation Abstracts International, 62, (02A), 714.  

2. Source:  First Search and JSTOR 

Schumann, H. and A. D. Corning. (2000). Collective Knowledge of Public Events: The Soviet Era from      

      the Great Purge to Glasnost.   American Journal of Sociology.  105 (4),  913-956.

Please do not forget to include the time it took you to finish this assignment on the cover page.

If you have any questions, please check with one of us.

Syllabus (Part IV) continued            (T/R)

Individual Assignment #5: The Ethics of Social Research      

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Assigned: 1/6/04

Due Date: 1/29/04

(Total 10 points)

Please use a code of ethics from any one of the following organizations and discuss the code from the perspective of research ethics.   Please be sure to specify parts I, II, and III.  

Choose one of the five organizations listed below and identify it clearly.  Please attach a copy of the code of ethics (printout of relevant material) to your assignment and be sure to include passages from the code of ethics to justify your answer.

Part I. The organizations are: (1) American Anthropological Association (AAA), (2) National Educators Association (NEA), (3) American Association for Public Opinion Research (AAPOR) and (4) The American Society of Criminology, which has not formally adopted a code of ethics. So, if you choose to work with the American Society of Criminology, you may choose a code of ethics from the following organizations instead: American Anthropological Association (AAA), American Folklore Society, American Judicature Society, American Political Science Association, American Psychological Association, (APA,) Australian and New Zealand Society of Criminology, or the British Society of Criminology.

Part II. Identify and use one of these three cases of ethical controversy presented in your text on page 121:

1. Stanley Milgram's obedience study

2. Laud Humphrey's tearoom trade study

3. Zimbardo's prison experiment

Identify which of the ethical guidelines in the organization you have chosen above were violated.  Please enumerate.

Part III. What would you do if you were the researcher involved in the case you have identified?  Indicate clearly, for example, whether you would stop such a study (or not conduct), what kind of changes you would incorporate in this study, and what kind of problems would you face if you made these changes.    Justify your choice and show how this would take care of the violation of ethical guidelines.  Also comment on the benefits of the study you discussed, and what would have been lost if that study had not been conducted. 

Please do not forget to include the time it took you to finish this assignment on the cover page.

If you have any questions, please check with one of us.

Syllabus (Part IV) continued           (T/H)

Assignments # 6: Theories, Hypotheses, and Variables

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Assigned: 1/6/04

Due Date: 2/10/04  
(Total 10 points)

The purpose of this assignment is to familiarize you with the analysis research designs of studies conducted in the past.  Please choose one of the following six articles on reserve in the library.  Conduct an analysis of the one study that you have chosen.  The articles are on reserve in the Waldo Library are as follows:


 1. Bandura, Albert, et at. 1963. Imitation of Film-Mediated Aggressive Models. Journal 

                    of Abnormal and Social Psychology. 66:3-11   

2. Catanzarite, Lisa. 2000. Brown Collar Jobs: Occupational Segregation and Earnings of Recent

      Immigrant Latinos. Sociological Perspectives. 43:45-75.


3. Chapman, Mary Ann, Ph.D. 1999. Bad Choices, Why We Make Them, How to Stop.       

       Psychology Today. Sep/Oct:36-39, 71. 

4. Men.1996. The Economist. Sep:23-26.

5. Rejai, Mostafa, and Kay Phillips. 2001. Classical Music and Political Sociology: A Research 

      Note. Journal of Political and Military Sociology. 29:177-186.  

6. Walker, Margaret A, et al. 2002. The Hoop of Learning: A Holistic, Multisystemic Model for  

                     Facilitating Educational Resilience among Indigenous Students. Journal of Sociology and 

                     Social Welfare. XXIX:97-116.

For Quantitative Studies:

Please follow the guidelines and example provided in your text. (Figure 6.4 - Examples of Quantitative Studies, page 165)  Please give a title for your paper.  You must enumerate the following steps, using them as a guideline for your subtitles.  

1. Indicate the study citation and title.

2. Your reason for choosing a particular article.

3. Indicate the methodological technique(s) used.

4. Describe the topic.

5. State your research question.

6. State your major hypothesis.

7. Identify the main independent variable.

8. Identify the main dependent variable.

9. Indicate your unit of analysis.

10. Identify the universe of application.

11. Describe one major finding.

12. Indicate one major drawback of the study.

For Qualitative Studies:

Please follow the guidelines and examples provided in your text (Figure 6.5 - Examples of Qualitative Studies, page 166)  Please give a title for your paper, enumerate the following steps, and use subtitles.

1. Study citation and title

2. Methodological technique used

3. Topic

4. Research question

5. Grounded theory

6. Bricolage

7. Process

8. Context

9. Describe one major finding

10. Indicate one major drawback of the study

If the studies you choose have both qualitative and quantitative characteristics, please choose the quantitative studies format. 

Syllabus (Part IV) continued    (T/R)

Individual Assignment # 7: Definitions and Levels of measurement

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Assigned: 1/6/04

Due Date: 2/24/04

(Total 10 points)

#1.  Describe nominal and operational definitions and choose one of the following variables listed in section C, and then define that term. Please do not use variables such as age, weight, or height, which do not need an explanation.  Also, please do not use variables that are given as examples in Chapter 7 of your Neuman text, or those discussed in class.  

A. Describe or define a conceptual definition. (1)

B. Describe or define an operational definition. (1)

C. Choose one of the following variables (if you borrowed it from the text, please note it): (1)

1) Social bonds or attachment to parents
4)   Poverty

2) Binge drinking



5)   Corporate Crime

3) Alienation or anomie


6)   Emotional abuse

D. Give a conceptual definition of your chosen variable.  (1)

E. Give an operational definition of your chosen variable.  (1)

#2. Indicate what level of measurement is most appropriate and what response categories would you use to illustrate in the case of each of the three variables listed below:  (6 points)

1) Tolerance Levels

A) level of measurement (2)

B) response categories (2)

2) Color of Eyes

A) level of measurement (2)

B) response categories (2)

3) Number of times an individual has used illegal substances

A) level of measurement (2)

B) response categories (2)

Please do not forget to include the time it took you to finish this assignment on the cover page.

If you have any questions, please check with one of us.

Syllabus (Part IV) continued       (T/R)

Individual Assignment # 8: Changing and Improving Questionnaires

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Assigned: 1/6/04

Due Date: 3/9/04

(Total 10 points)
You are given a copy of a questionnaire with 5 questions. For each of the 5 questions:

1) Identify any problem(s) in the wording of the question (double barreled, leading, etc.) or with the response choices (10 points)

2) Reword or redesign the question and/or the response choices to correct the problems or errors that you have identified.  Please follow the illustrative format given below.  (10 points)

The guidelines that are mentioned in Chapter 10 of your text will prove helpful in correcting and improving the questions.

Some of the questions have more than one mistake or some may have no mistakes.  Please mention all of the major mistakes and corrections for each question.

For each question, retype the original question, then identify the errors in the question and how you would correct them, then rewrite the corrected question.

PLEASE FOLLOW THE FORMAT GIVEN BELOW:

Original Question:  What factors contributed to your decision to marry and have children?*

Problem A:  This question is double-barreled; suggesting the marrying and having children is a              single act or decision.  (Please note, if you have more than one problem associated with a question, identify them as Problem B, Problem C, and so on.)

Comment:  To correct the question, the researcher should ask about the factors contributing to each of the decisions separately.  
Revised Question(s):  What factors contributed to your decision to marry?

                                     What factors contributed to your decision to have children?

PLEASE NOTE: YOU ARE NOT TO FILL THE SURVEY OUT YOURSELF.  THIS IS NOT A SURVEY FOR YOU TO TAKE, BUT ONE FOR YOU TO CRITIQUE AND IMPROVE.  PLEASE FOLLOW THE GUIDELINES SUGGESTED ABOVE.

1. How many hours a day do you waste watching TV?  _____

2. Most dentists recommend flossing at least once a day.  How many times a day do you floss?

3. Have you ever been in trouble?


[] Yes

[] No

4. Don't you disagree that budget cuts for public schools should not be made?


[] Yes

[] No

5. What type of college did you attend?


[] Junior College

[] State College

[] Graduate College

Please do not forget to include the time it took you to finish this assignment on the cover page.

If you have any questions, please check with one of us.

The above question is from:  Singleton, Royce A. Jr., and Bruce C. Straits. 1999. Approaches to Social Research. 3d ed. New York: Oxford University Press. p299. 

Syllabus (Part IV) continued      (T/H)

Individual Assignment # 9: Sampling Study

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Assigned: 1/6/04

Due Date: 3/18/04

(Total 10 points)

Design a stratified and/or a simple random sampling procedure for a study of "Quality of life at Western Michigan University".   Emphasis should be placed on the following:

a. Your sampling procedure should consist of stratified sampling (with or without random sampling involved in the procedure) or simple random sampling methods and techniques.

b. Your sampling plan should be sufficiently explicit, so that another researcher, not familiar with the university can actually carry out the sampling.

c. Describe and enumerate your sampling procedures step by step.  Refer to your text for details on how to do this.  The sampling procedure must include a description of the following concepts or procedural steps:

1. Title

2. Population

3. Sampling Frame

4. The type of sampling procedure you've chosen

5. A justification for your choice

6. How large of a sample you will choose

7. How did you decide on the size?

8. Where would you get the data need to select your sample?

9. Describe all the steps you would use in procedure to select the sample.  Describe the steps in detail.

10. What are the possible drawbacks in the sample?

Please Note:  The purpose of this assignment is not to perform an actual study on the quality of life, but to familiarize you with sampling techniques and procedures.  

Please do not forget to include the time it took you to finish this assignment on the cover page.

If you have any questions, please check with one of us.

Syllabus (Part IV) continued           (T/H)

Individual Assignment # 10: Content Analysis

Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Assigned: 1/6/04

Due Date: 3/30/04
(Total 10 points)

You will be expected to choose your own materials and topics for this assignment. (Please do not duplicate the material handed out in class (if any).  It is important for you to read pages 310 - 317 in your text as well as other material for your guidance.  Whatever choices you make, be sure to include the purpose and reasons for your choices.  You must also include a hypotheses or research question.  

You have two choices for this assignment:

1.  The first choice is to do a content analysis of one of the following such as: videos, shows, novels, news (TV or radio), journals, web sites, sports, vacation sights, recipes, graffiti, magazines, advertisements, diaries, inspirational literature, Bar Mitzvahs, white collar crimes, ballads, songs. The choice is limited only by your imagination.  Whenever possible, please choose more than one item for analysis, as it is not always possible to construct a table from only one item (e.g. one article in a paper).  Once you have established an item or group of items to analyze, please include the following in your paper:

1. Indicate what you will be analyzing and the relevance or personal significance of this topic.  Please describe briefly.  (2 points)

2. Formulate a research question, or indicate what you will be examining in your content analysis.  (2 points)

3. Describe what is to be measured and how it will be sampled and coded.  For example, if you choose ten articles from three years of magazines, describe how and why you chose them.  Please check your text for details about different types of coding (pg. 310 – 317).  (2 points)

4. Perform the content analysis and report your findings.  You must include a quantitative table here, as indicated in your text.  (4 points)

OR

2.  The second choice consists of the following:  Describe three non-reactive measurements, which you have devised on your own, for measuring different types of variables, activities, events or situations. 

1. Please enumerate your three measurements, describe and illustrate them, and be sure to include what each non-reactive measurement is supposed to measure. (7 points)

2. Show how each of your techniques can be used as a supplement for another method or technique (3 points)

Please do not use examples from the text or that have been discussed in class.  Use your own ideas and examples.  Be as creative as possible. 

. 

Please do not forget to include the time it took you to finish this assignment on the cover page.

If you have any questions, please check with one of us.

Joint Assignments # 11 and # 12: Experimental Research
Sociology 282: Methods of Data Collection

Assigned: 1/6/04

Due Date: 4/6/04

(Total 20 points)

Assignment # 11 
(10 pts)

It is hypothesized: “If frustration, then anger”.

1. Design a laboratory experiment to test this hypothesis, using the classical experimental design.  Illustrate the experiment graphically (design notation, pg. 250 in your text) and explain and interpret it textually. (8 points)

2. Identify the independent and dependent variables. (2 points)

Assignment # 12

(10 points)

Using the same hypothesis given above;

1. Design a one group pretest-posttest design. Illustrate graphically (design notation, pg. 250 in your text) and explain and interpret it textually. (3pts)

2. Design a one shot case study.  Illustrate graphically (notation design, pg. 250) and explain and interpret it textually. (3pts)

3. Design a Solomon four group.  Illustrate graphically (notation design, pg. 250) and explain and interpret it textually. (4pts)

Please do not forget to include the time it took you to finish this assignment on the cover page.

If you have any questions, please check with one of us.

Soc282\soc 282 sp04\total syllabus for soc282 sp04

Cursory and Elementary Guidelines for Group Work: Related to Group Paper (III parts)

There are some basic differences between working on your own and in a group, as you all know. There is a good deal of literature in different fields such as sociology, social psychology, education, psychology, communication and business on this topic. The group dynamics changes the nature of work on the assignment. Many of you do not like it, some of you benefit from it and others among you are not sure of it as you had mixed experiences. Thus, there are both advantages and disadvantages to group work.

Luckily, there are some general guidelines that can help you to minimize the disadvantages associated with group work and optimize the advantages. Only cursory guidelines are given on this page and this topic will be discussed in more detail in class. If you have any other ideas, questions, comments, suggestions or positive and negative experiences please share them with the rest of the class as soon as possible and we can all benefit from it. You may even use this subject-matter as a topic for your group paper! Remember if the work is not up to par, everyone involved will lose points. If someone assigned to bring the report to class does not show up, it is going to create problems. You want to avoid such problems.   

A. 
You are expected to choose or select your group members by yourself. I will not usually intervene in this process unless somebody is left out and I can request all the groups in the class to take them in. 

B.
Getting to know your group members: It is very important that you get to know the first and the last names of all other participants. You should also find out, for example, their general background and interests, majors, minors, where they are from and their research experiences if any. 

C.
Find out the time slots when all the other members of the group are free to work on the group project. Many of you have hectic or "insane" or "crazy " schedules and engagements including work. If your times cannot be synchronized, switch partners. Start doing this during the second week of the class.

D.
You should have access to information from each other regarding the progress of your  paper. You should ask everyone about their home phone number, cell phone number, their email address etc.  Please do not share this confidential information with any one else outside your group, under any circumstance.

E.
You should always have access to the group paper, e.g. the paper can be emailed to you by the author(s)and you can copy the rough drafts on your diskette. This way, you have a basic record that can be polished and completed by any one of you if necessary.  Please be prepared for emergencies.

F.
Start working on your projects ahead of time. Getting a group together and working on a project is  a less flexible process compared to working by yourself at all kinds of odd hours. 

G.
A small group works more effectively if the roles, responsibilities and timings are spelled out clearly. For example, in a four member group (with two member groups you have to design it a little differently and I will talk to you about it individually.) you have at least four separate roles. The first one is the instrumental leader or task leader, who "cracks the whip" as it were, keeps every one on track and get things done properly and on time. The affective leader is the one who holds the group together and tries to bond them in the context of the project at hand. This person smoothes out inter-personal problems if any. The secretary keeps track of all the activities. These three roles are internal to the group. The fourth role is that of the liaison who represents the group to the outsiders. For example, she/he would be the person to introduce the group during the presentation of the poster boards. This person will also keep me informed on a weekly basis as to what is going on and how the project is coming along.

H.
There are other responsibilities, such as review of literature, writing the papers, editing the papers, getting the poster boards ready and doing the analysis on the computer. Some of these tasks can be done individually or jointly. These types of activities should be delineated as clearly and in as much  detail as possible. The different activities, the member(s) assigned to it, along with the due dates should be recorded. You should also have an alternate plan available in case of unexpected events or problems.

When you have a group that is finally ready to work, you should give me full names of all members of the group enumerated and alphabetically arranged, by the fourth week. In addition, indicate what type of information do all of you have to contact the other members, for example, phone numbers, another class or email addresses.  (Do not write the numbers or email addresses, just indicate which type of information you have.)  Next, please enumerate and indicate separately, using full names, who is going to take the role of the task leader (instrumental leader), the affective leader, author(s) of the report, the secretary in the group and the liaison for the group. With a smaller group, you will have to double up the roles, but please keep the two types of leader roles separate.

I.
The composition of the group does not necessarily have to be the same for all parts of the paper.

J.         You should inform me of any problems and changes in the group immediately.

If you have any questions, comments and suggestions please see me as soon as possible.
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