Mission Statement

The faculty and students associated with the Department Of Political
Science at Western Michigan University have decided to take the initiative in establishing aRegistered Student Organization on campus that provides the students with an outlet for learning and advancement in the domain of international politics.  As it is closely monitored and associated with the Department, the International Political Forum (IPF) is a non-partisan, nondiscriminatory RSO that offers speaker presentations, student discussion, film viewing and discussion, career advising, and web forum idea sharing.
ARTICLE I.OFFICIAL NAME OF ORGANIZATION

The name of this organization shall be the International Political Forum at Western Michigan University. 

ARTICLE II. PURPOSE OF THE ORGANIZATION

To serve as a Student-Centered source of global political information, as well as political career information, based primarily on Expert Observations, Experiences, Testimony and Research, under the supervision of the Political Science Department and with the cooperation of the Institute for Government and Politics at Western Michigan University.  We are Non-Partisan, Nondiscriminatory, Educational, Academic and Social.  We feature, support and organize recurring guest speaker presentations with student interactions, as well as provide opportunities for casual discussion before and after based on topics presented by these speakers.  An additional dimension to our RSO is our interactive Web forum where students can exchange ideas and observations on a wide range of topics.

ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1. Membership in the IPF is open to all WMU students and will not be restricted on the basis of sex, race, religion, national origin, age, level of education, sexual orientation, veteran status, height, weight, disability, or any other form of bias as described in the Western Michigan University Code of Student Conduct.

ARTICLE IV. OFFICERS

The Department of Political Science will closely monitor the actions of the IPF. The IPF will not be presided over by any one individual, nor will any one individual have ultimate control.    The students of the IPF will appoint a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Chief of Operations, Treasurer and other subsequent individuals to orchestrate events and functions and accomplish tasks as determined by the IPF.

ARTICLE V. RESPONSIBILITES OF BOARD MEMBERS
SECTION 1. Duties of the Chairperson
· To act as liaison and spokesman to any and all outside organizations and elected officials. 

· Duty to appoint in the event of an absence of any Executive Board member. 

· To appoint sub-committees as needed. 

SECTION 2. Duties of the Vice-Chairperson
· Duty to appoint in the event of an absence of the Chairman. 

· To complete assignments, within reason, given by the Chairman. 
· To oversee all sub-committees.
· To act as publicity chair. 
· To complete assignments, within reason, given by the Chairman. 

SECTION 4. Duties of the Chief of Operations

· To keep accurate records of the proceedings at all IPF meetings. 

· To maintain copies of all IPF records. 

· To distribute copies of the previous meetings minutes. 

· To interpret the constitution as he or she sees fit. 

· To complete assignments, within reason, given by the Chairperson. 

SECTION 5. Duties of the Treasurer

· To serve as chief financial officer of the IPF and maintain all financial records, contributions, transactions, receipts, and expenditures. 

· To comply and keep adrift with all WMU and Political Science Department financial transaction policies
· To present and submit accurate records of IPF finances and to make copies of all receipts, checks, expenditures, and transactions. 

ARTICLE VI. AMENDMENTS

The by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds majority of active members present at a general meeting, provided the amendments are introduced at one general meeting and voted on at the next general meeting.

ARTICLE VII. STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

The IPF will comply with all SA&LP and WMU policies, procedures, and practices, and all local, state and federal laws.
