1. Low Vision and Blindness
Chapter 11
2.  Types of Visual Impairments

· Low vision

· Blindness

· Congenitally blind

· Adventitiously blind

· Legally blind
3.  What makes a difference

· Degree of loss

· Age when loss occurs

· Type of loss
4.  Types of Visual Loss

· Table 11.2 p. 400
5.  Identification

· Normal 20/20

· Functional Approach

· Visual capacity,

· Visual Attention

· Visual Processing

· Snellen chart

· Assessment in different contexts
6.  Courtesy Rules of Blindness
(National Federation of the Blind)
· Speak directly to the individual using a normal tone

· Let the person ask for help

· Let the person take your arm and walk a half-step behind

· Introduce everyone in the room

· Speak when you enter a room

7.  Continued

· Eliminate hazards and obstacles from pathways

· Do not avoid using “see”

· Do not pity the blind

· If you have a question regarding the disability..ask

· Show the individual a new environment with description

· Discuss a variety of topics

· Yield the right way to blind people using long canes…it is the law in every state

8.  Definitions

· Vary from state to state

· Multiple disability category

9.  Causes

· Congenital

· Acquired
10.  Possible Signs of VI

· Eyes water excessively

· Eyes are red or continually inflamed

· Eyes are crusty

· Eves look dull, wrinkled, or cloudy

· Eyes look swollen

· One or both pupils look gray or white

· Baby of three months or more does not look directly at objects

· Child bumps into or trips
11.  Possibly Signs Continued

· Child had difficulty seeing after the sun sets

· Child has difficulty reading small print

· Impaired motor skills

· Child rubs eyes often

· Child squints

12.  Possibly Signs Continued

· Child complains of dizziness or headaches after a reading assignment

· Child often tilts head

· Child only uses one eye

· Child dislikes or avoids close work

· Child holds objects abnormally close to the eyes

13.  Students with Low Vision

· Reading Standard Print

· Reading Enlarged Print

· Personal readers
14.  Students who are Blind

· Reading Braille

· Issues with Braille
15.  Intervention

· Social Skills

· Blindisms?

· Academics
16.  Issues

· Stigma

· Use of technology

· Needed accommodations

· Low incidence (needed supports)

· Early Intervention/Play

· Inclusion

· Independence
17.  Orientation and Mobility

· Orientation

· Location

· Mobility

· Movement
18.  Accommodations

· Ecological (pathways, place materials in a consistent manner)

· Reduce Noise

· Routines

· Address students by using their names first to get their attention

· Do not leave without telling the student

19.  Accommodations

· Explain implicit and explicit rules

· Encourage students to express their visual needs

· Repeat oral information

· PREPARE materials in needed format

· Audiotape 

· Increase visual contrast

· Seek Assistance 

· P. 417-418 validated practices

20.  Print Accommodations

· San Serif  vs.  Serif

· Arial, Comic Sans, Lucida Sans

· Sentence Case vs. ALL CAPITALS 

21.  Technology

· Only 21% of people with visual impairments report they use a computer sometimes and 13% regularly (general population is 57% and 51%).
22.  Transition

· Only 26% adult employment rate (blind)

· Only 48% adult employment rate (low vision)
23.  Transition

· Researchers suggest the following goals

· Community employment during high school

· Internships in real work settings during high school

· College graduation

· Education of potential employers about the skills and abilities of workers with visual disabilities

· Informing employers about how the cost of special equipment can be paid by state, federal and private companies
24.  Families

· Stress

· Access to services

· Use of technology

