1.  Chapter 13 Very Low Incidence Disabilities

· Multiple-Severe Disabilities

· Deaf-Blindness

· Traumatic Brain Injury
2.  TASH

· Formerly called The Association for Persons with Severe Handicaps

· Importance of advocacy

· Unique Challenges
3.  Multiple-severe disabilities

· Exceptionally challenging disabilities where more than one condition influences learning, independence, and the range of intensive and pervasive supports the individual and the family require

· Federal Definition

· Concomitant impairments, the combination of which causes such severe educational needs that they cannot be accommodated in special education programs solely for one of the impairments.  The term does not include deaf-blindness
4.  Challenges

· Gaining independence

· Meaningful employment

· Community presence

· Tend to have fewer opportunities because of bias and restricting attitudes.  
5.  Characteristics

· Problems transferring or generalizing learning from one situation to another, one setting to another, and one skill to another

· Limited communication abilities

· Difficulties with memory

· Need for supports for many of life’s major activities (domestic, leisure, community participation, vocational)

· Need for services from many different related service providers
6.  Deaf-Blindness

· Category since 1969 (rubella epidemic)

· Federal Definition
7.  Results of the Disability

· Isolation

· Communication

· Mobility

· Need------Extensive Supports

· Issue…. Incidental Learning

8.  Causes

· Prematurity

· Usher Syndrome

· Down Syndrome

· Hydrocephaly

· Rubella

· ????
9.  Intervention

· Specialists

· Fostering a Sense of Belonging
10.  Traumatic Brain Injury

· Federal Definition

· State Definition
11.  Causes

· Automobile accidents

· Falls

· Sports Incidents

· Every 15 seconds a head injury occurs in the US

· Leading cause of death for those under 34

· Among all types of injury, TBI is the most likely to result in death or permanent injury/disability
12.  Classification of TBI

· Open or Penetrating

· Object pierces skull and enters the brain

·  Closed

· No open wound to brain

· Loss of Consciousness may or may not occur
13.  Areas of Deficiency

· Cognitive

· Affective

· Psychomotor

· Educational

· Table 13.3 Frequent Characteristics

of TBI p.471
14.  Educational Concerns

· Transition is a team process

· In-service training is needed

· Fatigue and Overload are a concern
15.  Classroom Adaptations

· Consistency/routines

· Time

· Emphasis on the process of learning rather than content

· Provide verbal and written instruction

· Appropriate placement
16.  Alternate Assessments

· 1% of the population

· Use of Alternate Assessment-MIACCESS

· Format:  portfolios or different versions of achievement tests

· Narrower range of topic or fewer objectives:  different set of expectations

· Less complex questions: stated more simply

· Debate
17.  Overall Instructional Accommodations

· Learning Organizers

· FBA’s

· Technology

· Transition

· Community Based Instruction (CBI)

· Collaboration

· Partnerships with Families and Communities

