1.  SPED 3300 Chapter Three

Cultural and Linguistic Diversity
2.  Overall Goal

Schools will be better places for all children and their parents if educators both understand and capitalize on their student’s diversity including:  race, ethnicity, culture, language, socioeconomic class, religion, regional differences, and gender.
3.  History

Pre 1960’s

Educational Changes
4.  Prevalence

INCREASING….
5.  Identification/Overrepresentation
Overrepresentation in SPED

Table 3.2 p. 91

Nondiscriminatory Testing

Standardized tests

Larry P. vs. Riles

Diana vs. BOE
6.  Diversity Challenges

At a disproportionately level these students are:


poor


limited access to health care


homeless


attend inferior schools


experience school failure


are more likely to be id as having a disability


struggle with English language acquisition
7.  Definitions of Diverse Learners

Limited English Proficient

English Language Learner

Culturally Diverse

Linguistically Diverse

Diverse Students with Disabilities
8.  Causes and Prevention

Causes- 

Diversity does not cause disabilities

Poverty places students at substantial risk

Not all diverse students are poor!

Prevention programs
Healthy start

Head start

Fair start
9.  Needs

Language and communication

Cultural Differences

Mobility
10.  Language Disorder or a 
Language Difference

Figure 3.1 (p. 83) Distinctions between language differences and language disorders
11.  Early Identification

Assessment

Identification

Evaluation

Early intervention
12.  Accommodations

Reflect the various cultural groups at school

Provide opportunities for students from the same ethnic groups to 

Communicate in home language, work together, read in native language, share information

Recruit volunteers and/or parents

Decorate school and classroom representing the population of students

Partnerships with families and communities

