Western Michigan University

Department of Special Education and Literacy Studies
SPED 3300:  Introduction to Special Education 

Fall, 2009 (3 Credit Hours)

INSTRUCTOR

Name:  Sarah Summy, Ed.D.

Address:  3410 Sangren Hall

Phone:  387-5943 (office) 352-3045 (cell-texting preferred) 
Email:  sarah.summy@wmich.edu

Web Page:  http://homepages.wmich.edu/~summys/

Office Hours:  Monday 2-5 and by appointment
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK/MATERIALS

Smith, D.D. & Tyler, N.C. (2009). Introduction to special education: Teaching in an age of opportunity (7th ed.). Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

***If you have the sixth edition it is okay…page #’s might be off

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Prerequisite:  Consent of the Department.

This course introduces students to the characteristics and needs of learners with sensory, physical, mental, emotional, and learning disabilities.  Students develop an understanding of the psychological, sociological, philosophical, legal, and educational aspects of each type of disability.  

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM OUTCOMES

The special education Undergraduate Programs will prepare undergraduate students to:

1. Work effectively with parents.

2. Use interdisciplinary communication skills associated with a teacher consultant role.

3. Provide quality educational services to students with disabilities in the state, region, and nation.

4. Implement the Clinical Teaching Model in their educational programs serving students with disabilities.

5. Function as a resource for regular educators serving students with disabilities.

6. Serve as a resource for parents/guardians of students with disabilities.

7. Serve as advocates for students with disabilities in our society.

8. Function as professionals in the field of education.

9. Be critical consumers of current and emerging educational techniques and technologies.

10. To demonstrate knowledge regarding the issues and needs of traditionally underrepresented populations.

COMPETENCIES

The competencies for the course are taken from the CEC Common Core of Knowledge and Skills.

I.  PHILOSOPHICAL, HISTORICAL, AND LEGAL FOUNDATIONS OF SPECIAL EDUCATION.


Knowledge:

1.  Models, theories, and philosophies that provide the basis for special education practice.

2.  Variations in beliefs, traditions, and values across cultures within society and the effect of the relationship among child, family, and schooling. 

3.  Issues in definition and identification procedures for individuals with exceptional learning needs including individuals from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds.

4. Assurances and due process rights related to assessment, eligibility, and placement.

5. Rights and responsibilities of parents, students, teachers and other professionals, and schools as they relate to individuals with learning needs.

Skills:

1. Articulate personal philosophy of special education including its relationship to/with regular education.

II.  CHARACTERISTICS OF LEARNERS


Knowledge

1.  Similarities and differences among the cognitive, physical, cultural, social, and emotional needs of individuals with and without exceptional learning needs.

2.  Differential characteristics of individuals with exceptionalities, including levels of severity and multiple exceptionalities.

4.  Effects an exceptional condition(s) may have on an individual's life. 

5.  Characteristics and effects of the cultural and environmental milieu of the child and the family including cultural and linguistic diversity, socioeconomic level, abuse/neglect, and substance abuse. 

6.  Effects of various medications on the educational, cognitive, physical, social, and emotional behavior of individuals with exceptionalities.

7.  Educational implications of characteristics of various exceptionalities.

Skills

1. Access information on various cognitive, communication, physical, cultural, social, and emotional conditions of individuals with exceptional learning needs

III.  ASSESSMENT, DIAGNOSIS, AND EVALUATION


Knowledge:


1.  Basic terminology used in assessment.

2.  Ethical concerns related to assessment.

3.  Legal provisions, regulations, and guidelines regarding assessment of individuals.

4.  Typical procedures used for screening, prereferral, referral, and classification.

7.  Incorporation of strategies that consider the influence of diversity on assessment, eligibility, programming, and placement of individuals with exceptional learning needs.

8. The relationship between assessment and placement decisions.

IV.  INSTRUCTIONAL CONTENT AND PRACTICE


Knowledge:

1.  Differing learning styles of individuals with exceptional learning needs and how to adapt teaching to these styles.

2.  Demands of various learning environments such as individualized instruction in general education classes.


3.  Curricula for the development of motor, cognitive, academic, social, language, affective, and functional life skills for individuals with exceptional learning needs.

6.  Life skills instruction relevant to independent, community, and personal living and employment

7. Cultural perspectives influencing the relationship among families, schools, and communities as related to effective instruction for individuals with exceptional learning needs.

V.  PLANNING AND MANAGING THE TEACHING AND LEARNING ENVIRONMENT



Knowledge:

1. Basic classroom management theories, methods, and techniques for individuals with exceptional learning needs.

2. Research-based best practices for effective management of teaching and learning.

VI.  MANAGING STUDENT BEHAVIOR AND SOCIAL INTERACTION SKILLS  


Knowledge:

1.  Applicable laws, rules and regulations, and procedural safeguards regarding the planning and implementation of management of behaviors of individuals with exceptional learning needs.

2.   Ethical considerations inherent in classroom behavior management.

6. Strategies for preparing individuals to live harmoniously and productively in a multiclass, multiethnic, multicultural, and multinational world.

VII.  COMMUNICATION AND COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIPS


Knowledge:

1.  Factors that promote effective communication and collaboration with individuals, parents and school and community personnel in a culturally responsive program.

3.  Development of individual student programs working in collaboration with team members.

4.  Roles of individuals with exceptionalities, parents, teachers, and other school and community personnel in planning an individualized program.

6.    Ethical practices for confidential communication to others about individuals with exceptional learning needs.

VIII.  PROFESSIONAL AND ETHICAL PRACTICES


Knowledge:


1.  Personal cultural biases and differences that affect one’s teaching.
2.  Importance of the teacher serving as a model for individuals with exceptional learning needs.

Skills:

5.  Demonstrate proficiency in oral and written communication.
8.  Use copyrighted education materials in an ethical manner.
9. Practice within the CEC Code of Ethics and other standards and policies of the profession.

MODES OF INSTRUCTION

1. Didactic/lecture

2. Small and large group discussion and activities

3. Technology enhanced instruction (e.g., computerized presentations, video viewing and recording, web page development). 

4. Guest speakers/panels

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Class Attendance and Participation:

Attendance is an expectation of the class and is not voluntary.  The importance of attendance is related to the discourse that will occur in the class.  It will be impossible to recreate comments or a discussion that occurs during our class meetings.  Moreover, a student’s absence from class denies the group from profiting from the experience and views of that individual.  Thus, attendance is valued because of the interactions that will result from student and instruction participation.  

Attendance is calculated into the course grade and validated with grade points.   An excused absence is permissible with prior approval.  Thereafter, absences impact class points and course grade.  The university is asking that if you are sick please stay home.  However, you must notify me prior to class to not receive a penalty.
If you are absent you are responsible for acquiring class information from a peer.  

2. Position Paper 

You will be required to write a position paper during the semester.  These position papers are designed to facilitate and enhance your:  (1) ability to define an issue; (2) ability to locate and retrieve cogent and focused information; (3) knowledge of issues concerning the education of individuals with disabling conditions; and (4) your writing skills. 

A position paper is a personal statement focused on a general area within special education as it relates to teaching and learning.  In your position paper you will review cogent literature (at least 4 articles in addition to your textbook) on a topic of your choice and summarize your reactions to the topic.  

These position papers should not exceed 5 pages with one page devoted to references.  Therefore, text should run no longer than 4 pages.  In each paper you must concisely present:  1) a summary of the literature you read on the topic-this information must be integrated, DO NOT review one article at a time, pull themes and integrate.  Include in this discussion how this information impacts you as a professional and how it will be useful to you in the future.

Evaluation:

1.
Overview of the issue (10 pts)


a.  Present the issue



i.
make a statement of what the issue is



ii. 
relate the issue to the education of children with disabilities


b.  Provide background information



i.
definitions



ii.
research

2.
Critical points (10 pts.)


a.
Provide supporting and opposing points of view


b.  
Cover all critical points

3.
Summary (10 pts.)


a. 
Summarize the main points


b. 
Draw conclusions

4.
Personal Reaction (10 pts.)


a.
Discuss you reaction to the topic


b.
Has your opinion changed?

5.
References (10 pts.)


a.  At least 4 references


b.  No more than 1 book chapter may be used


c.  APA  5th Edition style   

Note:  Only scholarly resources are acceptable.  These include professional journals and some Internet resources.  Newsletters, magazines, and newspapers are examples of unacceptable sources.  This requirement demands library research; therefore, the instructor will devote portions of class time early in the fall session for library work.

3. Exam 1 

4. Exam 2 

5. Portrayal of Disabilities within the Mass Society Project 

Purpose:  To increase one’s awareness of special education and of individuals and other exceptionalities throughout society.

Procedure:  

I. Look for 10 newspaper and magazine articles, books, films, radio or television spots, interviews advertisements, observations or whatever else you may find which shows or talks about individuals with disabilities or other exceptionalities (e.g. gifted and talented).  Examples include letters to the editor, news articles, pop movies, videos, observations of non-disabled people as they interact with people with disabilities or other exceptionalities in our society.

II. When you find the print source, photocopy it or cut it out (if possible), note the source and date, and glue to a piece of notebook size paper.  Write a three to four sentence reaction statement to each print source.  

III. Date all entries and arrange them in a scrapbook or binder in a visually appealing way.  For this project to have maximum impact, start today and try to include entries periodically throughout the marking period.

IV. After the scrapbook/journal is compiled, read it over completely and write a two to three page response/reaction paper based on the impact of the whole collection of articles and observations.  Please make note of any changes you notice in your reactions as time passes and any attitudinal changes or observations at the personal level.

Evaluation:  The following general criteria will be used to evaluate the project:  (50 pts.)

1. Completeness of scrapbook/journal (10 pts.)

2. Variety of entries found (10 pts.)

3. Depth of development and reactions to entries. (10 pts.)

4. Final written reaction to the project.  (20 pts.)

6.
Examination 3  

7.  
Teaching Philosophy (one-page maximum)

COURSE EVALUATION
Requirement #1:  Class Attendance (-10 pts. per absence after 1 absence)

 30 pts.

Requirement #2:  Position Paper






 50 pts.

Requirement #3:  Exam #1







 50 pts.

Requirement #4:  Exam #2







 50 pts.

Requirement #5:  Mass Media Project





 50 pts.

Requirement #6:  Exam #3







 50 pts.

Requirement #7:   Teaching Philosophy





 25 pts.









           Total  305 pts.

COURSE GRADE CRITERIA

93-100%

A

73-77%

C

88-92%

BA

68-72%

DC

83-87%

B

63-67%

D

78-82%

CB

62% and below
E

NEED FOR ACCOMMODATIONS

Any student with a documented disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) who needs to arrange reasonable accommodations must contact the professor and the appropriate Disability Services office at the beginning of the semester.  The two disability service offices on campus are:  Disabled Student Resources and Services 269.387.2116 or Office of Services for Students with Learning Disabilities 269.387.4411

DIVERSITY STATEMENT

The Department of Special Education and Literacy Studies maintains a strong and sustained commitment to the diverse and unique nature of all learners and to maintain high expectations for each student.
STUDENT ACADEMIC CONDUCT

“You are responsible for making yourself aware of and understanding the policies and procedures in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs that pertain to Academic Honesty. These policies include cheating, fabrication, falsification and forgery, multiple submission, plagiarism, complicity and computer misuse. [The policies can be found at http://catalog.wmich.edu under Academic Policies, Student Rights and Responsibilities.] If there is reason to believe you have been involved in academic dishonesty, you will be referred to the Office of Student Conduct. You will be given the opportunity to review the charge(s). If you believe you are not responsible, you will have the opportunity for a hearing. You should consult with your instructor if you are uncertain about an issue of academic honesty prior to the submission of an assignment or test.”
APA STYLE

The Department of Special Education and Literacy Studies-Special Education Program has officially endorsed the style of the American Psychological Association (APA) for the completion of all written assignments unless otherwise stated.  APA writing procedures are found in:

American Psychology Association, (2010).  Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.
Tentative Topical Outline of Course Content

	Date 
	Topic
	Assignments

	Sept. 9th
	
	Overview

	Sept. 14
	The Context of Special Education
	Please retrieve and read:
Russell, C.L. (2008). How are your person first skills.  TEACHING Exceptional Children, 40(5), 40-43
Chapter 1

	Sept. 16th
	Special Education Law

	Chapter 1 continued


	Sept. 21st
	
	Library in-service

	Sept. 23rd

	Individualized SPED Programs
	Chapter 2


	Sept. 28th
	Cultural and Linguistic Diversity
	Chapter 3

	Sept. 30th
	
	Exam 1

Position Paper Topic Due

	Oct. 5th
	Speech/Language
	Chapter 4

	Oct. 7th
	Position Paper Reviews
	Position Papers 1st DRAFT-YOUR BEST EFFORT

	Oct. 12th
	Learning Disabilities

	Chapter 5

	Oct. 14th
	Learning Disabilities
	Chapter 5 continued


	Oct. 19th
	ADHD
	Chapter 6 
Position Paper Draft #2 Due

	Oct. 21st
	Emotional and Behavioral Disorders
	Chapter 7

	Oct. 26th
	Emotional and Behavioral Disorders
	Chapter 7 continued


	Oct. 28th
	Mental Retardation
	Chapter 8

	Nov. 2nd
	Mental Retardation
	Chapter 8

	Nov. 4th
	
	Exam Review

	Nov. 9th
	
	Exam 2

	Nov. 11th
	Paper rewrites/Mass Media
	

	Nov. 16th
	Physical or Health Disabilities
	Chapter 9
Mass Media Project Due

	Nov. 18th
	Physical or Health Disabilities
	Chapter 9 continued

	Nov. 23rd
	Deaf and Hard of Hearing


	Chapter 10 



	Nov. 25th
	Low Vision and Blindness
	Chapter 11

	Nov. 30th
	Autism
	Chapter 12

	Dec. 2nd
	Autism
	Chapter 12 
Teaching Philosophy Paper Due

	Dec. 7th
	Low Incidence

Gifted and Talented
	Chapter 13

Chapter 14

	Dec. 9th
	
	Final Exam Review

	Dec. 14th-18th
	
	9:00 Class final is 
10:30 Class final is 


SPED 3300 Position Paper Rubric


Name______________________


	Criteria
	Excellent

10 points
	Above Average

8 Points
	Below Average

4 Points
	Unacceptable

2 Point



	Overview of the issue


	Information and background clearly stated, themes pulled from the literature and integrated
	Issue and background presented but missing minor points
	Some issue and background information presented but some missing
	Issue and background not clearly stated, did not integrate literature, describes each article independently

	Critical points


	Provided supporting and opposing points of view, critical points covered
	Most critical points addressed but needs more information
	Some points of view and critical points addressed but text is weak
	Supporting and opposing points of view and critical points not addressed

	Summary


	Main points summarized and conclusions drawn
	Main points summarized and conclusions drawn but needs more information
	Main points summarized and conclusions drawn but text is weak
	Missing main points and conclusions

	Your reaction


	Reaction to the topic and opinion clearly stated
	Reaction to issue addressed but reaction and/or opinion not clearly stated 
	Reaction to issue addressed but needs more information
	Reaction to the issue not addressed

	References /APA Style/Grammar/Mechanics

	References in 5th edition APA format with less than 2 errors, 4 references
	References in 5th edition APA format with more than 2 errors, less than 4 references cited
	References not in 5th edition APA format, missing references
	APA not used, 4 references not used


SPED 3300 Mass Media Rubric



Name___________________

	Criteria
	Excellent

10 points
	Above Average

8 Points
	Below Average

4 Points
	Unacceptable

2 Point



	Completeness of scrapbook/journal 
	Multiple disabilities are presented from multiple perspectives.  High level of readability
	Select disabilities are presented from a few perspectives.  Readability is adequate
	Only a few disabilities are presented and from a limited perspective.  Low readability
	Limited disability focus

	Variety or entries found 
	Magazines, books, T.V newspapers, and movie entries are present
	Only three sources were used
	Only two sources were used
	Only one source was used

	Depth of development and reactions to entries, minimal grammatical/mechanical errors
	Clear description and reaction to each entry, minimal errors

	Provides some descriptive and reactive information but more is needed, a few errors
	Unclear description and reaction of entry stated, some errors
	Did not attempt to describe or react to each entry, many errors

	Final written reaction to the project (2-3 pages), minimal grammatical/mechanical errors
	Provides a comprehensive reaction to the project including self-reflection and attitudinal changes, minimal errors (20)


	Provides a review of the project but more analysis is needed , a few errors (16)
	Provides some review and summary information but it is unclear, some errors. (8)
	No review or evaluation information are presented , many errors (4)


SPED 3330 Philosophy Statement
Rubric
Name______________________

	Criteria
	Excellent 
	Above Average
	Below Average
	Unacceptable

	Personal Statement
	Teacher’s thoughts/ideas are expressed with conviction and support (10)
	Teacher’s thought/ideas are expressed but lack conviction and some support (8)
	Teacher’s thought/ideas are expressed but lack conviction and no support (4)
	Teacher’s thought/ideas are not clearly expressed (2)

	Classroom Perspective
	Strong connection between the classroom and the teacher’s thought/ideas (4)
	Connection between the classroom and teacher’s thoughts/ideas.  Connection needs to be stronger. (3)
	Minimal connection between the classroom and the teacher’s thoughts/ideas (2)
	No connection between the classroom and the teacher’s thoughts/ideas (1)

	Readability
	Clear and succinct, no jargon (4)
	Clear, some jargon, could be more succinct (3)
	Somewhat unclear, jargon, needs to be more succinct (2)
	Unclear, jargon, not succinct (1)

	Mechanics/Spelling
	No errors (7)
	2-4 errors (5)
	5-9 error (3)
	10 or more 

errors (1)


SPED 3300
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