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Tourism and Environment: 

Ecotourism as a Case Study

Geography 1000

Lecture 22 Spring 2009

Some Terms from the Lecture 

that will be on the test

ÅEcotourism defined

ÅStrengths of Ecotourism

ÅProblems with ecotourism

ñTourism is the activities of persons 

travelling to, and staying in places, 

outside their usual environment for not 

more than one consecutive year for 

leisure, business and other purposesò

World Trade Organisation
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Ecotourism defined:

ÅEcotourism can be broadly defined as 

nature-based tourism activities that are 

in accord with the concepts of 

ecological sustainability and 

environmental education, including all 

activities that promote the use of green 

practices within the tourist industry.

Local People

Visitors

Environment

Ecotourism

©Pandion Systems, Inc. 2004

Source: Taylor Stein 2003

Types of Benefits

ÅPersonal

ïPsychological

ïPhysiological

ÅSocial

ÅEconomic

ÅEnvironmental

©Pandion Systems, Inc. 2004

What kinds of businesses fall into 

the ecotourism category?  

ÅGuided nature tours-

canoeing, hiking, 

birdwatching

ÅCultural tours- historical, 

archeological

ÅFarms (Agritourism)-

livestock, herbs, organic

©Pandion Systems, Inc. 2004

Who else benefits from 

ecotourists?

ÅOutfitters- birding store, 

hiking gear, camping

ÅRestaurants- local cuisine

ÅCraft sales- pottery, 

clothing, local artwork

ÅBed and Breakfasts

ÅOthers? 

©Pandion Systems, Inc. 2004

From a functional viewpoint 

ecotourism is: 

ÅMostly individual or small-scale tourism 

(tour groups <25 and hotels with <100 beds

ÅOperated by small and medium sized 

companies in natural areas

ÅConcentrates on leading and 

accommodating small groups in natural 

areas in an educational manner
Source: United Nations Environment Programme 2001

©Pandion Systems, Inc. 2004
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What do they spend? 

Expenditure: 

$1000-

$2000+/trip

Information from Wight 1996 and TIES 2000

©Pandion Systems, Inc. 2004

North American EcoTourist Profile

Å 35-54 years old

Å 50/50 male/female
Ê depends on what activity, but                        

evens out with full survey

Å 82% college graduates
Ê very high amount of education

Å "Lifelong Learners"
Ê Take courses still

Trip Characteristics
ÅTrips lasting 8-14 days

ÅTrips skewing to shorter days
Ê Willing to commit more time and 

money than average tourist

ÅWilderness setting/wildlife
Ê People increasingly in urban 

environment, suburbs have same ills as 

urban

Ê Want to do reverse of lifestyle than 

where they live

ÅTravel as couples
Ê Family travel depends on a robust 

economy

Motivations

ÅEnjoy Nature

ÅLearn New Things

ÅFamily Relations

ÅReduce Tension

ÅEscape Physical Stress

ÅShare Similar Values

ÅIndependence

ÅIntrospection

ÅBe with Considerate People

¸ Achievement/Stimulation

¸ Physical Rest

¸ Teach/Lead Others

¸ Risk Taking 

¸ Risk Reduction

¸Meet New People

¸ Creativity

¸ Nostalgia

¸ Agreeable Temperatures

©Pandion Systems, Inc. 2004

ecotourism is "responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the 

environment and improves the well-being of local people."This means 

that those who implement and participate in ecotourism activities should 

follow the following principles:

ÅMinimize impact

ÅBuild environmental and cultural awareness and respect

ÅProvide positive experiences for both visitors and hosts

ÅProvide direct financial benefits for conservation

ÅProvide financial benefits and empowerment for local people

ÅRaise sensitivity to host countries' political, environmental, and 

social climate

ÅSupport international human rights and labor agreements

Risks of Eco-tourism

ÅFragile ecosystems can be ñover-runò by 

tourists.

ÅWaste management problems intensifyð

often in remote areas (Sir Edmund Hillary 

calls foothills of the Himalayas ïMt. 

Everestïa ñdisgraceful dumpò)

ÅDisruption of previous ñlocalò economyð

tourists are often fickleé.after changes, it is 

hard to recover.
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ñdevelopment that meets the 

needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own 

needsò

Associated with Ideas of Sustainable 

Development

Others use the term ñGreen 

Tourismò

Åñ Any activity or facility operating in an 

environmentally friendly fashion.ò

ÅUsually this term is interchangeable with 

the terms ñecotourismò and ñsustainable 

tourismò

So, Greg, in making my own definition, 

would I be correct if I wrote that ecotourism 

included tourist activities that were:

Ånature based.

Åassociated with sustainability and seeks to 

minimise negative impacts.

Åhas an educational component designed to 

motivate positive changes in peoples attitudes 

and behaviors regarding environmental 

conservation.

Some researchers incorporate a much 

broader socio-political agenda!!!
1. Involves traveling to natural destinations.

2. Minimizes damage caused by tourists, hotel, 
trails, guided tours,etc.

3. Builds environmental awareness

4. Provides direct financial benefits for 
conservation 

5. Provides direct financial benefits and 
empowerment for local people

6. Respects local culture

7. Supports human rights and democratic 
movements

There is a ñGeographyò to 

Ecotourism: Consider that 

tourists usually concentrate in 

particular locations which are 

often different to the spatial 

distribution of the total population. 

Where do you like to go????
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I am guessing that many in class are 

thinking of vacations in ecologically 

fragile areas such as:

Beaches and coastal areas

Deserts, Badlands, and Grasslands

Other locations with diverse 

concentrations of fauna

National Protected AreasðParks, 

Mountain Areas

Possible Negative Ecological 

Impacts of Tourism

Åwhen visitor use is greater than the 

environmentsô ability to cope with this use 

within the limits of acceptable change.

Åwhere it causes increased consumption of 

scarce resources so that local communities are 

forced to compete with tourism for use of 

resources.

Other Possible Negative Impacts

Åoveruse of water resources

Åtaking land out of production

Åimpact on animals

Åland degradation, erosion

Ådamage vegetation

Ådestruction of land forms

Ådestruction or defacing features

Åvisual degradation 

Åpollution

Vegetation Impact Management

Åinterpretive education

Åcamping policy and penalties

Åsignage, limited access

Åtrack/trail hardening

Åzoning of construction

Waste Management

Åwaste minimisation (reduce/reuse)

Årecycling

Åefficient waste disposal

Åwaste removal (bring it in/take it out)

Some case studies will help distinguish 

Ecotourismfrom other types of tourism 

to beautiful placesé..


