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Lecture 25: Concluding Comments on Geography 1000

Greg Veeck

Spring 2009

In the lectures, I have tried to 
establish some basic points of 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜΧΦ

# 1) Humans are a part 

of ñnatureò. To pretend 

otherwise is foolish. 

The societies we have 

constructed will 

ALWAYS have effects 

on the ecosystems we 

exist within BUT in turn 

our environments effect 

us just as much.

# 2) The basic needs of 6.33 BILLION people 

for food and fiber must be met--but the way 

we meet these needs is culture-specific. Some 

solutions we embrace , and some will be 

rejected--not just on economic grounds, but 

based on political, cultural, and environmental 

conditions

# 3) There are many indicators 

that our current approach--

initiated by the Industrial 

Revolution--is NOT sustainable 

over timeé.
We seek 

solutions 

because we 

must--or we 

will drown in 

our own waste

# 4) Environmental Problems are 
άǎŎŀƭŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎέ 
·Local, regional, and global environmental problems are 

different, and problems at one scale are not always apparent 
at other scales.

·Different environmental problems at different scales are 
ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÁÔ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÔÉÍÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ȰÕÎÓÏÕÎÄȱ 
practices may take decades to be identified or understood. 

·The identification of environmental problems is also linked 
to funding of basic research which varies by place and time.
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Ecological Problems
·The issue of scale is a critical aspect of 

all ecological problems:

·Local (point source pollution, run -off)

·Regional (contaminated rivers and 
groundwater, salinization, desertification)

·Continental (acid rain)

·Global (global warming)

# 5) Ecological Problems Related to 
Humans are almost always 
controversial

At the end of the class, I wish to put a name 

on the ñteaching modelò I use in the class. 

My approach is based upon theories known 

as the ñpolitical economyò approach. In this 

style of thinking, all events and outcomes 

are seen through the lens of human action 

and reaction.

Political Economy and Ecology
·4ÈÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ȰÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ 
ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓȱ ÉÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÏÆ 
human cultures and society.

·Human societies always have cultural, 
economic, and political components 
×ÈÉÃÈ ȰÆÒÁÍÅȱ ÁÌÌ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȢ

·Solutions are by definition economic, 
and political as well as cultural.

І сύ άbŀǘǳǊŜέ ƛǎ ŀ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
construction
·%ÖÅÎ  ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ ȰÎÁÔÕÒÅȱ ÁÒÅ ÈÕÍÁÎ 

constructs.

·7ÈÁÔ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ȰÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄȱȩ

·(Ï× ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÉÔ ÂÅ ȰÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄȱȩ

·7ÈÏ ÐÁÙÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȱȩ

·7ÈÏ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ȰÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄȱ

·who determines the punishment (and what is the 
ÐÕÎÉÓÈÍÅÎÔȱ ÉÆ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄȩ

!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ άǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎ 
negotiated after considering:
·The costs to the ecosystem of NOT protecting it?

·The SCIENCE of the problem (establishing 
benchmarks for all types of pollution, designing 
solutions)

·The cost of the protection and the allocation of 
payments to bring the solution to completion.

·4ÈÅ 0/,)4)#3 ÏÆ ȰÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȱ

# 7) Legislation is a Vital 
Component of most solutions
·Recycling remains subsidized in most places in the 

developed world through legislation.

·Regulations on air, water , and land pollutants have 
been the only effective way to curtail these releases.

·Funding for most basic science on ecology and 
environmental protection comes from taxes.



1/9/2009

3

Legal issues regarding bio-technology are but one 

example. Others in the course include:

The desire to reduce pesticide and inorganic 

fertilizer applications and residue in our food 

system.

Legislating food safety regulations.

Controlling organic wastes in land and water 

systems.

Controlling air pollution.

With 6.33 billion 

people, you cannot 

just wish for the good 

old days.

Less than 3 % 

of the people in 

the US live on 

farmsé.

We must all be involved in these issues or 

the outcomes may well be repeated, endless, 

small scale disasters.

The many success stories--of effective 

legislation, of improved conditions, of 

improvements in our cities and rural areas 

indicate that we do make a difference--if 

we want to--its just that simple.

Thatôs all 

folkséI 

really hope 

you learned 

something 

interestingé.


