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Nuts and Bolts: Ecological Terms 

which keep us on the same page

Geography 1000

Lecture 4a: Spring 2009-Jan 14

Ok, start Writingé..

ÅBiotic Community pp. 28

ÅSpecies pp. 28

ÅAssociations pp. 28

ÅEcosystems pp. 29

ÅEcotone pp. 29

ÅBiomes pp. 29 

ÅBiosphere pp. 31

Å3 major Tropic categories 
pp.  31

Å1)Producers

Å 2)Consumers 

Å3)Detritus 
feeders/decomposers 

ÅOrganic vs. Inorganic pp. 
31, 57

ÅAutotrophs v. 
heterotrophs pp.32

ÅConsumers: Primary and 
secondary pp. 33

ÅFood web/food chains pp. 
35

ÅBiomass pp. 35

ÅSymbiosis pp. 39

ÅLichens pp. 39

ÅBiotic and Abiotic pp. 40

Yes, there is a little more in this 

ñterm denseò chapter # 2

ÅLimiting factor (Leibigôs Law) pp. 40

Å6 major biomes and their characteristics

See Table 2-3 pp. 42

ÅClimate and biome relationship (2-19) pp. 44

ÅLimiting factor, Carbon example pp. 47

ÅThree revolutions pp. 47-50

Gregôs Absurdly Ambitious Lecture 

Goals---except for THIS class!
Å1) Summarize levels of organization vary by the 

type of science---ecology concentrates on higher 
levels (organism to ecosystems)

Å2) Start on some vocabulary terms used through 
the course and the 6 ñBiomesò

Å3) Introduce photosynthesis as the first key to the 
physical distinctions between ecosystems and 
ecotones.

Å4) Human transformations of the Carbon Cycle 
and remind everyone to read the Carbon Cycle in 
the text.

An 

Organization of 

matter

We start here

ñLand is a community Not a Commodityò Aldo 

Leopold (Ecologist and US Forest Service)
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Six Biomes in Wright (Table 2-3)

ÅTemperate 

Deciduous 

Forest

ÅGrassland

ÅDesert

ÅTropical Rain 

Forest

ÅConifer Forest 

ÅTundra
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Indicator species: Thatôs what 

you are but what am I?
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