Career & Technical Education Courses

Critical Reading

To prepare for class discussions each week, students are responsible for reading the chapters and preparing questions, comments, and examples to share with the group.  The following guidelines are offered to assist students.

The first dimension of critical reading is obviously to understand the content.  It may help to recognize how the material is organized to get the big picture.  This can be easily accomplished by reproducing the outline that the author presumably used to write each chapter.  For example, a chapter probably has around 4-8 main sections, 3-6 sub-sections under each section, and 4-10 paragraphs in each sub-section.  Each paragraph normally contains a key point with explanation.  Pay attention especially to technical terms, principles, and concrete examples when provided.  So as students read the chapter they should keep in mind how each point fits within the structure and the main theme.  This will provide the context and the organization to better comprehend the material.  In many courses, the textbook has a detailed table of contents outlining the sections and sub-sections, and the section headings are clearly shown in the text.  

The second dimension of critical reading is to think about the content.  This may be self-evident but students are not always encouraged to go beyond the basic understanding of terms and principles.  To learn at the higher levels of synthesis and evaluation, it helps to have an internal dialogue with the text while reading.  This can be facilitated by asking questions such as: 


What exactly is the main point?


How am I reacting to this reading?


Is this clear or do I need more explanation?


What is an example from my own experience?


Do I agree with what the author is describing?


What does it sound like when I put it in my own words?


How would I explain the key points to someone else?


What are the big ideas that I can transfer to my situation?


What unanswered questions do I have?

The third dimension of critical reading is to share your reactions.  This is done in class by asking questions to clarify some key points; by making comments about the reading that was helpful or not helpful; and by offering examples from your own experience.  This process will help the group better understand the material by constructing relevant meanings.

